GRAND GATEWAY PROJECT

Public Hearing
December 2025

PROJECT OVERVIEW

The Village of EImwood Park is
working in partnership with the
lllinois Department of Transportation
(IDOT) and Cook County Department
of Transportation and Highways
(CCDOTH) to increase safety and
mobility where Grand Avenue
crosses the Metra/Canadian Pacific
Railway. This effort will mitigate the
long-standing history of accidents
and traffic delays that lower travel
efficiency for emergency response
vehicles and the community.

The Grand Gateway Grade Separation
Project was launched in 2020. The
objective of this project is to safely
separate rail, vehicle, and pedestrian traffic so that multi-modal needs are met, safety is increased,
emergency response vehicles are more efficient, congestion and delays decrease, and vehicle-train
conflicts are reduced.

Input from the community and stakeholders has been gathered since 2020 through:
+ Four Community Advisory Group Meetings
+ Two Public Information Meetings
* Multiple Small Group Meetings
+ Letters and Surveys
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Provide comments by January 12, 2026.
Read more about the project at www.grandgatewayep.com
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ALTERNATIVE EVALUATION

The project team developed six
alternatives that were shown in the
second public information meeting
in May 2022. These alternatives
explored a grade separation with
either Grand Avenue going over
the railroad or the railroad going
over Grand Avenue. The project
team then used a series of criteria
to compare alternatives. Criteria
included displacements, right of way acquisition, side road impacts,
costs, and property access impacts, to name a few. Ultimately, the
preferred alternative is a design that shows Grand Avenue as an
underpass and will be designed with the road going under the existing railroad. the preferred
alternative proposes a pedestrian overpass on Grand Avenue near 76th Avenue. This alternative
addressed transportation needs with the fewest impacts and is supported by stakeholders.

LAND ACQUISITION NEXT STEPS

In order to create this project, permanent land acquisition is required The project team will

in the form of a fee simple acquisition (FSA), which is the acquisition review and incorporate

of all rights to the property. The project team has already notified your comments about the
impacted property owners. Following the approval of Phase | Design, preferred alternative into
Phase Il is anticipated to begin in summer 2026. Once Phase | a finalized report that will
approval is received, the Village of EImwood Park will reach out to the be submitted to IDOT for
impacted property owners to begin the land acquisition process. It is approval. Phase | approval is

assumed that the Grand Gateway Grade Separation Project will follow = anticipated for Spring 2026.
state acquisition proceedings based on the Illinois Department of
Transportation’s policies and procedures.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Provide comments by January 12, 2026.
Read more about the project at www.grandgatewayep.com




