
 

Virtual Public Information Meeting Public Notice 
Scheduled by Village of Elmwood Park 

For Improvement of Grand Avenue at the Metra/Canadian Pacific Railroad 
 
The Village of Elmwood Park, in conjunction with the Illinois Department of Transportation and Cook County Department 
of Transportation and Highways are currently in the preliminary phases of a Planning 
and Environmental Linkages (PEL) and Phase I Preliminary Engineering Study for the improvement of Grand Avenue 
at the Metra/Canadian Pacific Railroad.  
 
The Village of Elmwood Park will hold a virtual public information meeting concerning the study of Grand Avenue at the 
Metra/Canadian Pacific Railroad. The virtual public information meeting will be held on April 21st from 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 
p.m. All those interested in this project are invited to attend and participate in this virtual meeting. Participants will be able 
to join the live meeting via the online virtual platform (Zoom) at tinyurl.com/grandgatewayepPIM (Meeting ID: 977 8453 
6184), via phone at 1-312-626-6799 or view the meeting on Facebook Live at facebook.com/ElmwoodPark/. Spanish 
interpretation, American Sign Language interpretation and closed captioning will be available during the virtual public 
information meeting for those joining online via Zoom only. Persons with limited internet access and/or require special 
accommodations under ADA should contact Mandi Jennings, Grand Gateway Outreach Liaison, Village of Elmwood Park, 
11 Conti Parkway, Elmwood Park, IL, 60707, at info@grandgatewayep.com or 630-534-6400 ext. 105 for further 
assistance by April 16th. 
 
This is a federally funded project, and the virtual public information meeting is being held in compliance with National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements and the Illinois Department of Transportation’s public involvement policy.  
 
The Village of Elmwood Park and the Grand Gateway project team will provide a live presentation starting at 6:00 p.m., 
followed by breakout sessions. Representatives from the Village of Elmwood Park and the Grand Gateway project team 
will address comments and questions during the meeting. Questions and comments can either be submitted via the Zoom 
chat function during the presentation or verbally during the breakout sessions. The public will also have the opportunity to 
submit questions and comments to the project team both before and after the meeting via the project website at 
www.grandgatewayep.com, or by contacting Mandi Jennings, Grand Gateway Outreach Liaison, at 
info@grandgatewayep.com or 630-534-6400 ext. 105. The Village of Elmwood Park and the Grand Gateway project team 
will address topics such as safety issues, project timeline, existing conditions, present the draft problem statement, and 
the purpose and need as each relate to the project. The presentation will be available for review on the project website 
before the meeting at www.grandgatewayep.com. A hard copy of meeting materials will also be available at Elmwood 
Park Village Hall. 
 

 

https://zoom.us/j/97784536184
https://www.facebook.com/ElmwoodPark/
mailto:info@grandgatewayep.com
http://www.grandgatewayep.com/
mailto:info@grandgatewayep.com
http://www.grandgatewayep.com/








 

Aviso Público de Reunión Informativa Pública Virtual 
Programada por Village of Elmwood Park 

Para la Mejora de Grand Avenue de Metra/Canadian Pacific Railroad 
 

Village of Elmwood Park, junto con Illinois Department of Transportation y Cook County Department of Transportation and 
Highways actualmente están en las fases preliminares de un Estudio Preliminar de Ingeniería de Fase I y Vínculos 
Ambientales (PEL) para la mejora de Grand Avenue de Metra/Canadian Pacific Railroad.  
 
Village of Elmwood Park realizará una reunión pública informativa virtual relacionada al estudio de Grand Avenue de 
Metra/Canadian Pacific Railroad. La reunión pública informativa virtual se llevará a cabo el 21 de abril de 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 
p.m. Todas las personas interesadas en este proyecto son invitadas a asistir y participar en esta reunión pública. Los 
participantes podrán unirse a la reunión en vivo por medio de la plataforma virtual en línea (Zoom) en 
tinyurl.com/grandgatewayepPIM (ID de reunión: 977 8453 6184), por teléfono en 1-312-626-6799 o ver la reunión por 
Facebook Live en facebook.com/ElmwoodPark/. Habrá interpretación al español, de lenguaje de señas y subtítulos 
disponibles durante la reunión informativa pública virtual para los que se unen en línea por medio de Zoom solamente. 
Las personas con acceso limitado a internet y/o que requieren adaptaciones especiales bajo ADA deben de contactar a 
Mandi Jennings, Grand Gateway Outreach Liaison, Village of Elmwood Park, 11 Conti Parkway, Elmwood Park, IL, 
60707, en info@grandgatewayep.com o 630-534-6400 ext. 105 para asistencia adicional antes del 16 de abril. 
 
Este es un proyecto financiado por el gobierno federal y la reunión informativa pública virtual está siendo realizada en 
cumplimiento con los requisitos de National Enviromental Policy Act (NEPA) y la política de involucramiento público de 
Illinois Department of Transportation. 
 
Village of Elmwood Park y el equipo del proyecto Grand Gateway proporcionarán una presentación en vivo comenzando 
a las 6:00 p.m., seguida por unas sesiones en grupos pequeños. Representantes de Village of Elmwood Park y el equipo 
del proyecto Grand Gateway considerarán comentarios y contestarán preguntas durante la reunión. Las preguntas y 
comentarios pueden ser sometidos por medio de la función de chat en Zoom durante la presentación o verbalmente en 
las sesiones en grupo pequeño. El público también tendrá la oportunidad de someter preguntas y comentarios al equipo 
del proyecto antes y después de la reunión por medio del sitio web del proyecto en www.grandgatewayep.com, o 
contactando a Mandi Jennings, Grand Gateway Outreach Liaison, al info@grandgatewayep.com o 630-534-6400 ext. 
105. Village of Elmwood Park y el equipo del proyecto Grand Gateway abordarán temas como asuntos de seguridad, el 
cronograma del proyecto, las condiciones existentes, presentarán el borrador del planteamiento del problema y el 
propósito y necesidad relacionados al proyecto. La presentación estará disponible en el sitio web del proyecto antes de la 
reunión en www.grandgatewayep.com. Una copia imprenta de los materiales de la reunión también estará disponible en 
el Ayuntamiento de Elmwood Park.  
 

 

https://zoom.us/j/97784536184
https://www.facebook.com/ElmwoodPark/
mailto:info@grandgatewayep.com
http://www.grandgatewayep.com/
mailto:info@grandgatewayep.com
http://www.grandgatewayep.com/
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April 6, 2021  
 
«NAME» OR CURRENT RESIDENT 
«ADDRESS» 
«VILLAGE», «STATE» «ZIP_CODE» 
 

 
Re:  Grand Avenue at Metra/Canadian Pacific Railroad  
        Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) and Phase I Preliminary Engineering Study  

 
 
Dear Resident: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to notify you that the Village of Elmwood Park, in conjunction with the Illinois 
Department of Transportation and Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways are currently in 
the preliminary phases of a Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) and Phase I Preliminary Engineering 
Study for the improvement of Grand Avenue at the Metra/Canadian Pacific Railroad.  
 
It is the policy of the Illinois Department of Transportation and the Village of Elmwood Park to provide the 
public an opportunity to become acquainted with highway improvement proposals of potential concern to them 
and to provide an opportunity for their input. 
 
The Grand Avenue rail crossing ranks in the top few most dangerous crossings in Illinois. Safety is the top 
priority. Village efforts over a number of years has secured funding for the studies currently being undertaken, 
as well as a portion of the funding for the next phase of the project. Through these efforts, the project now has 
multiple partners. Progress will not cease until the safety concerns at this crossing are addressed. 
 
The purpose of the project is to alleviate congestion and improve safety and mobility to all transportation users 
at the Grand Avenue and Metra/Canadian Pacific Railroad crossing. In addition to improving safety, project 
improvements are expected to increase mobility throughout the region. The proposed improvement 
alternatives being evaluated include, for example, a new grade separation where Grand Avenue crosses the 
Metra train tracks.  

The Village of Elmwood Park will hold a virtual public information meeting concerning the study of Grand 
Avenue at the Metra/Canadian Pacific Railroad. The virtual public information meeting will be held on April 
21st from 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. All those interested in this project are invited to attend and participate 
in this virtual meeting. Participants will be able to join the live meeting via the online virtual platform 
(Zoom) at  tinyurl.com/grandgatewayepPIM (Meeting ID: 977 8453 6184), via phone at 1-312-626-6799 or view 
the meeting on Facebook Live at facebook.com/ElmwoodPark/. Spanish interpretation, American 
Sign Language interpretation and closed captioning will be available during the virtual public information 
meeting for those joining online via Zoom only. Persons with limited internet access and/or require special 
accommodations under ADA should contact Mandi Jennings, Grand Gateway Outreach Liaison, at 
info@grandgatewayep.com or 630-534-6400 ext. 105 for further assistance by April 16th. 
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If you have any questions or comments regarding the project please contact Mandi Jennings, Grand Gateway 
Outreach Liaison, at info@grandgatewayep.com or 630-534-6400 ext. 105. Please visit the project website at 
grandgatewayep.com for project updates and related information. 
 
Truly yours, 
 

 
   
 
 

Angelo “Skip” Saviano 
Village President  
Village of Elmwood Park 

 



JOIN US!

Village of Elmwood Park Grand Gateway Virtual Public Information Meeting

Wednesday, April 21st
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

The Village of Elmwood Park is hosting a virtual public information meeting to introduce the
Grand Gateway project. The Grand Avenue rail crossing ranks in the top few most dangerous
crossings in Illinois. Safety is the top priority. Over the last few years, the Village has worked to
secure funding for the current study. The Village has also recently secured a portion of the
funding for the next phase of the project. Through these efforts, the project now has multiple
agency partners. Progress will not cease until the safety concerns at this crossing are
addressed.

The project team is looking for your feedback on safety issues, needed improvements, existing
conditions, the presented problem statement and the purpose and need as each relate to the
project. 

Your participation and input as a community member is critical to this study. Your engagement
will help the project team in assessing the needs and interests of the community. You can
submit questions and comments to the project team both before and after the meeting via: :

Project Website: grandgatewayep.com/stay-connected
Email: info@grandgatewayep.com
Telephone: 630-534-6400 ext. 105

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, this meeting will be held virtually via Zoom.

To join online via Zoom:
Visit tinyurl.com/grandgatewayepPIM and insert Meeting ID 977 8453 6184

To join via telephone*:
Dial 1-312-626-6799

To join via Facebook Live*:
Visit facebook.com/ElmwoodPark/

Persons with limited internet access and/or require special accommodations under ADA should contact
Mandi Jennings, Grand Gateway Outreach Liaison, at info@grandgatewayep.com or 630-534-6400 ext.
105 for further assistance by April 16th.

*Spanish interpretation, American Sign Language interpretation and captioning will be available for those joining
online through Zoom only.

A hard copy of meeting materials will be available at Elmwood Park Village Hall and a
recording of the meeting will be posted online at grandgatewayep.com. Please visit our
website for more information on project details and ways to get involved!

https:
http://grandgatewayep.com/stay-connected.html
mailto:info@grandgatewayep.com
https://zoom.us/j/97784536184
https://www.facebook.com/ElmwoodPark/
mailto:info@grandgatewayep.com
http://grandgatewayep.com/index.html


REMINDER!

Village of Elmwood Park Grand Gateway Virtual Public Information Meeting

Wednesday, April 21st
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

The Village of Elmwood Park is hosting a virtual public information meeting to introduce the
Grand Gateway project. The Grand Avenue rail crossing ranks in the top few most dangerous
crossings in Illinois. Safety is the top priority. Over the last few years, the Village has worked to
secure funding for the current study. The Village has also recently secured a portion of the
funding for the next phase of the project. Through these efforts, the project now has multiple
agency partners. Progress will not cease until the safety concerns at this crossing are
addressed.

The project team is looking for your feedback on safety issues, needed improvements, existing
conditions, the presented problem statement and the purpose and need as each relate to the
project.

Your participation and input as a community member is critical to this study. Your engagement
will help the project team in assessing the needs and interests of the community. You can
submit questions and comments to the project team both before and after the meeting via: :

Project Website: grandgatewayep.com/stay-connected
Email: info@grandgatewayep.com
Telephone: 630-534-6400 ext. 105

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, this meeting will be held virtually via Zoom.

To join online via Zoom:
Visit tinyurl.com/grandgatewayepPIM and insert Meeting ID 977 8453 6184

To join via telephone*:
Dial 1-312-626-6799

To join via Facebook Live*:
Visit facebook.com/ElmwoodPark/

Persons with limited internet access and/or require special accommodations under ADA should contact
Mandi Jennings, Grand Gateway Outreach Liaison, at info@grandgatewayep.com or 630-534-6400 ext.
105 for further assistance by April 16th.

*Spanish interpretation, American Sign Language interpretation and captioning will be available for those joining
online through Zoom only.

A hard copy of meeting materials will be available at Elmwood Park Village Hall and a
recording of the meeting will be posted online at grandgatewayep.com. Please visit our
website for more information on project details and ways to get involved!

https:
http://grandgatewayep.com/stay-connected.html
mailto:info@grandgatewayep.com
https://zoom.us/j/97784536184
https://www.facebook.com/ElmwoodPark/
mailto:info@grandgatewayep.com
http://grandgatewayep.com/index.html
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Thank you for joining us!
The meeting will begin promptly at 6 p.m.

This meeting will be recorded and available online after the meeting at 
grandgatewayep.com.

To switch to Spanish Audio, you must join the meeting through Zoom. Look for the 
interpretation icon in the toolbar.

Audio de la presentación disponible en español
solamente con asistencia por Zoom. Busque el 
icono de interpretación



Virtual Public Information 
Meeting

April 21, 2021
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1. Virtual Meeting Format

2. Introductions

3. Project Overview

4. Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Overview

5. Draft Problem Statement

6. Draft Purpose & Need

7. Breakout Sessions

8. Question & Answer

9. Next Steps



VIRTUAL MEETING FORMAT

Audio de la presentación disponible en español

Para escuchar al intérprete en español usted debe ingresar a la reunión a través del webinar de Zoom, no a 
través de Facebook o por teléfono.

4

1. Busque el icono de interpretación en la barra de webinar de Zoom. Le 
mostramos el icono en esta diapositiva para ayudar a reconocerlo.

2. Haga clic en el icono y seleccione “Spanish” para escuchar al intérprete 
en la reunión.

To turn on captioning, click the icon in the Zoom toolbar:



HOW TO SUBMIT A COMMENT

Click the chat icon at the bottom of your screen to provide your feedback and ask 
questions

5

We value your feedback!

Desktop view

Mobile view

View of chat window

Other ways to provide comments:

• info@grandgatewayep.com

• Grandgatewayep.com/stay-connected

• Join by Zoom and use Chat feature

• 630-534-6400 ext. 105

• Facebook Live



INTRODUCTIONS

This meeting is being recorded and will be available online after the meeting at grandgatewayep.com. 6



INTRODUCTIONS
Project Team

7



INTRODUCTIONS
Presenters and Moderators

8

Clay Shipley
Knight Engineering

Vice President

Scott Brejcha
Knight Engineering

Senior Project Manager

Joe Chiczewski
ESI Consultants, Ltd.

President

Chris Leow
ESI Consultants, Ltd.

Engineering Design Manager

Tammy Wierciak
Metro Strategies
Vice President

Mandi Jennings
Metro Strategies

Senior Project Manager

Bill Eldringhoff
Knight Engineering

Senior Civil Engineer

Cecilia Diaz
Cook County Department of 
Transportation & Highways

Planner



PROJECT 
OVERVIEW

This meeting is being recorded and will be available online after the meeting at grandgatewayep.com. 9



PROJECT 
OVERVIEW
History

10
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PROJECT 
AREA 
MAP



PROJECT OVERVIEW

A grade separation is a highway or railway crossing that uses an underpass or 
overpass by means of raising or lowering one surface where it meets another to 
prevent conflicting rows of traffic. Grade separations are often implemented 
to increase safety amongst opposing traffic for vehicles, bicycles 
and pedestrian alike.

12



PROJECT OVERVIEW
Examples of Grade Separation

A grade separation is a potential alternative being evaluated for further consideration. 
Potential grade separation options include, but are not limited to:

13

Street over the railroad

Street under the railroad

Combination of lowering street 
and raising the railroad

Railroad over street

Railroad under street

Combination of lowering railroad 
under and raising street



PROJECT OVERVIEW
Examples of Grade Separation

Roadway Overpass Example*

14

Street

*Drawing is an example of a typical cross section



PROJECT OVERVIEW
Examples of Grade Separation
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Roadway Underpass Example*

Street

*Drawing is an example of a typical cross section



PROJECT 
OVERVIEW
Project Objective/ 
Potential Benefits
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
Project Timeline
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT PROCESS
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PLANNING & 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
LINKAGES (PEL) 
PROCESS OVERVIEW

This meeting is being recorded and will be available online after the meeting at 
grandgatewayep.com.
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WHY USE PLANNING & ENVIRONMENTAL 
LINKAGES (PEL)?
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DRAFT 
PROBLEM 
STATEMENT

This meeting is being recorded and will be available online after the meeting at grandgatewayep.com. 21



DRAFT PROBLEM STATEMENT 
PROCESS

22



DRAFT PROBLEM STATEMENT

The Grand Avenue crossing includes 
the following surrounding land uses: 

23

Traffic congestion / Reliability

Multi-modal transportation Access

Residential Commercial Institutional

Open Space Transit

The transportation problems surrounding the 
Grand Avenue crossing to be solved by this 
project include: 

Vehicles Transit

Pedestrians Rail

Solutions should include community connectivity 
and character as well as congestion relief for all 
modes of travel: 

Safety

First Responders



DRAFT 
PURPOSE 
& NEED

This meeting is being recorded and will be available online after the meeting at grandgatewayep.com. 24



DRAFT 
PURPOSE 
& NEED

The project Purpose & Need (P&N) is a technical 
document, which presents a concise introduction of 
transportation system needs as a result of system 
limitations, deficiencies, service and operations. 

25

Outline and justification

Draft P&N will be revisited 
by CAG

FHWA and IDOT review as 
part of the PEL process



DRAFT PURPOSE & NEED

 As the suburban population of the Chicago metropolitan area grows, transportation 
usage is expected to increase on Grand Avenue and the Metra/Canadian Pacific 
Railroad.

 In addition to future traffic demand, factors contributing to safety deficiencies include:
 the acute angle of the Grand Avenue intersection and the rail tracks,
 the long distance required to traverse the tracks.

 Subsequent to a severe train/vehicle crash that occurred in November 2005, the 
National Transportation Safety Board’s official safety recommendation to the Governor 
of Illinois and the Illinois Commerce Commission was that a grade separation be 
constructed at the Grand Avenue grade crossing.

26

PROJECT NEED



DRAFT PURPOSE & NEED

The purpose of the project is to alleviate congestion and improve safety and mobility
roadway traffic users at the Grand Avenue and Metra/Canadian Pacific Railroad crossing. 
In addition to improving safety, project improvements are expected to increase mobility 
throughout the region.

27

PROJECT PURPOSE



PROJECT OVERVIEW
Crash Data Summary
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CRASH STATISTICS BY INTERSECTION
(2014 to 2018)



PROJECT OVERVIEW
Crash Data Summary

12%

8%

8%

39%

6%

22%

5%

Angle

Fixed Object

Parked Vehicle

Rear End

Sideswipe Same

Turning

Other
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CRASH STATISTICS BY TYPE
(2014 to 2018)

Total Number of Crashes 
from 2014 to 2018 = 90

Others Include: 
 Other Non-collision
 Other Object
 Pedestrian
 Sideswipe Opposite Direction



BREAKOUT SESSION

This meeting is being recorded and will be available online after the meeting at grandgatewayep.com. 30



BREAKOUT 
SESSION
Recap

31



QUESTION AND 
ANSWER

This meeting is being recorded and will be available online after the meeting at grandgatewayep.com. 32



NEXT STEPS

This meeting is being recorded and will be available online after the meeting at grandgatewayep.com. 33



PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

The Next Public Information 
Meeting is to be tentatively held in the 
Fall of 2021

Request public comments on:

 Project updates

 Proposed alternatives
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WEBSITE
grandgatewayep.com

35

STAY CONNECTED



THANK YOU!

Your continued involvement and 
input is important to this project! 

Email: info@grandgatewayep.com

Call: 630-534-6400 ext. 105

36



Grand Gateway Homeowner Inquiry Log
5/4/2021

Date Channel Name Address Phone Email Inquiry Official Response 

4/8/2021 Email Beatriz Lopez Should we submit questions before the event?

Hello Beatriz, Thank you for your inquiry. We will gladly accept questions before, during and after the virtual public meeting on April 21 at 6pm. If you have any questions or 
comments regarding the project please contact Mandi Jennings, Grand Gateway Outreach Liaison, at info@grandgatewayep.com or 630-534-6400 ext. 105. Please visit the project 
website at grandgatewayep.com for project updates and related information. Thanks again! We look forward to hearing from you.

4/8/2021 Email Colleen Pease Will this allow trains to pass without blowing the horn? Will this be a solution to the train horns blaring?

Hi Colleen - Thank you for your inquiry. When a grade separation is constructed and fully operational, it will not be necessary for trains to sound horns for safety reasons when 
passing the Grand Avenue corridor. If you have any questions or comments regarding noise and/or the project please join us for a Virtual Public Meeting on April 21 at 6pm to 
provide your feedback. We would like to hear from you. If you have any further questions please contact Mandi Jennings, Grand Gateway Outreach Liaison, at 
info@grandgatewayep.com or 630-534-6400 ext. 105. Or visit the project website at grandgatewayep.com for project updates and related information. Thanks again! We look 
forward to hearing from you.

4/9/2021 Email Brenda Reid Team, will homes be torn down? Will the circle be impacted and how will it be impacted.

Hello Brenda, Thank you for your inquiry. We are still in the preliminary stage of the project. Upon completion of our study, a report will be prepared describing the proposed work 
and submitted to the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) for approval. After approval is received, we will proceed with the land acquisition phase. In that phase, a 
representative from the Village of Elmwood Park and/or IDOT will contact you regarding any necessary acquisition. If you have any questions or comments regarding the project 
please contact Mandi Jennings, Grand Gateway Outreach Liaison, at info@grandgatewayep.com or 630-534-6400 ext. 105. Please visit the project website at grandgatewayep.com for 
project updates and related information. Thanks again! We look forward to hearing from you.

4/12/2021 Email Mena Minardi Will the project affect the 7650 W.Altgeld Bldg?

Hello Mena, Thank you for your inquiry. As we are still in the preliminary phase of the project, the project team is still determining locations that may be potentially impacted. As the 
design is further developed, we will attempt to avoid any impacts. However, if impacts are unavoidable, they will be identified and quantified; these impacts will be presented to the 
public and other stakeholders for review, comment, and input prior to finalizing the proposed design. Upon completion of the study, a report will be prepared describing the 
proposed work; it will then be submitted to the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) for review and approval. In the event that land acquisition is required, a representative 
from the Village of Elmwood Park and/or IDOT will contact property owners regarding any necessary acquisition. For more information, please visit the project's website at 
http://grandgatewayep.com/index.html 

4/13/2021 Call Domenica Paonessa

2517 N. 78th Street. Domenica received a letter and was inquiring about property impacts. Mandi stated we are in 
early phase of the project and we have not yet identified potential property impacts. The project team will be looking 
at all alternatives and will take land impacts into consideration when determining viable options for the grade 
separation. Domenica requested to pick up a copy of the presentation at Village Hall prior to the meeting

N/A

4/14/2021 Email Peter Vandemotter 

As a regular on the North Central, which uses the MD-W on its final approach to Union station, I am concerned with 
this crossing. I am worried someone will get too close or traffic will back up to the tracks causing a collision. I also note 
it is s hazard to cyclists even with no train. I am glad to see a tunnel under the tracks is being planned. But one 
consideration is lighting. As the Engineer of Record on several tunnel lighting projects I have noticed many tunnels 
have inadequate lighting. I hope this is taken into consideration.

Hello Peter, Thank you for your inquiry. The project team will take this input into consideration during the planning and design phase. To stay up to date on project updates, please 
visit the project's website at grandgatewayep.com/index.html and sign up for public updates at grandgatewayep.com/stay-connected.html

4/14/2021 Call Jim

7819 Westwood Drive. Mandi spoke to Jim. Jim recieved a letter as he is in the project area. He had questions about 
design and remembered seeing a design on a board a Village Hall years ago but it would have impacted properties. 
Asked if homes will be acquired. Mandi stated we are in early phase of the project and we have not yet identified 
potential property impacts. The project team will be looking at all alternatives and will take land impacts into 
consideration when determining viable options for the grade separation. Jim likely won't be attending meeting. 

N/A

4/14/2021 Email Rabi Jaber
Will traffic be rerouted onto Fullerton avenue when the project gets underway and if so how long is the expected 
project time?

Hello Rabi, Thank you for your inquiry. As we are still in the preliminary phase of the project, the project team is still determining potential local impacts. As the project advances out 
of the preliminary phase, the project team will begin to assess potential alternative reroutes prior to moving into construction. To stay up to date on project updates, please visit the 
project's website at http://grandgatewayep.com/index.html and sign up for public updates at  http://grandgatewayep.com/stay-connected.html

4/14/2021 Email Barb Fabino My name is Barb Fabino. I live in Elmwood Park. I think the Grand Gateway is an excellent idea. I don’t know logistics 
involved like cost or how easy it would be for all the work. But I’m for it. Keep me updated

Hello Barb, Thank you for your interest and support of the Grand Gateway project. To stay up to date on project updates, please visit the project's  website at 
http://grandgatewayep.com/index.html and sign up for public updates at  http://grandgatewayep.com/stay-connected.html

4/15/2021 Call Daphne Henriquez Please send Daphne invite as their Mayor plans to attend.
Hello Daphne, Thank you for the Village of Franklin Park's interest in our upcoming public information meeting. Please find below information to join our meeting. To join the live 
meeting via the online virtual platform (Zoom) at tinyurl.com/grandgatewayepPIM (Meeting ID: 977 8453 6184), via phone at 1-312-626-6799 or view the meeting on Facebook Live 
at facebook.com/ElmwoodPark/.

4/20/2021 Email Carmen Quercio 

A concern about in the process of the underpass if we can also consider the traffic tie up of a major roadway at the 
hand car wash facilities on the north side and south side of Grand Avenue west of the tracks plus maybe a traffic light 
with turn lanes by Eastbrook and Westbrook streets on Grand Avenue to help traffic turn on and off of Grand Avenue. 
Also the tie up of a major roadway Grand Avenue east of the tracks at the automated car wash. These suggestions will 
be very helpful and safety of this Grand Avenue corridor through Elmwood Park. Please take serious consideration 
about this. Thank You.

Hello Carmen, Thank you for your inquiry. The project team will take this input into consideration during the planning and design phase. To stay up to date on project updates, please 
visit the project's website at grandgatewayep.com/index.html and sign up for public updates at grandgatewayep.com/stay-connected.html

4/20/2021 Call Jason Merel
Matt called from Nadig Newspaper (a small NW side/Jefferson Park Neighborhood) requesting the presentation be 
emailed. He was asking questions about the project and will be attending the meeting. He asked if there were any 
renderings they could use for their publication. 

Mandi to send pdf copy of presentation. X X



Traffic GRAND GATEWAY
Date Pulled 29-Apr-21
Report Range 1-Jan-21 29-Apr-21
Grouping day

Key Stats
Count Trend

Unique Visits 921 6984
Page Views 1224 6020
Avg Pages 0.941140133 699

Comparisons
Uniques Visits

1/2/2021 0 0
1/3/2021 0 0
1/4/2021 0 0
1/5/2021 1 3
1/6/2021 0 0
1/7/2021 0 0
1/8/2021 1 2
1/9/2021 1 7

1/10/2021 1 2
1/11/2021 0 0
1/12/2021 0 0
1/13/2021 0 0
1/14/2021 0 0
1/15/2021 0 0
1/16/2021 0 0
1/17/2021 0 0
1/18/2021 0 0
1/19/2021 0 0
1/20/2021 1 1
1/21/2021 1 1
1/22/2021 0 0
1/23/2021 0 0
1/24/2021 0 0
1/25/2021 0 0
1/26/2021 0 0
1/27/2021 4 13
1/28/2021 0 0
1/29/2021 6 8
1/30/2021 5 12
1/31/2021 0 0

2/1/2021 0 0
2/2/2021 2 5
2/3/2021 2 7
2/4/2021 1 1



2/5/2021 0 0
2/6/2021 0 0
2/7/2021 1 1
2/8/2021 0 0
2/9/2021 0 0

2/10/2021 0 0
2/11/2021 5 6
2/12/2021 1 1
2/13/2021 0 0
2/14/2021 0 0
2/15/2021 1 1
2/16/2021 0 0
2/17/2021 2 2
2/18/2021 7 8
2/19/2021 3 3
2/20/2021 0 0
2/21/2021 0 0
2/22/2021 0 0
2/23/2021 0 0
2/24/2021 0 0
2/25/2021 0 0
2/26/2021 4 10
2/27/2021 0 0
2/28/2021 2 2

3/1/2021 3 5
3/2/2021 2 3
3/3/2021 2 2
3/4/2021 1 1
3/5/2021 0 0
3/6/2021 2 2
3/7/2021 7 11
3/8/2021 1 1
3/9/2021 6 10

3/10/2021 0 0
3/11/2021 1 1
3/12/2021 0 0
3/13/2021 0 0
3/14/2021 0 0
3/15/2021 1 1
3/16/2021 2 3
3/17/2021 0 0
3/18/2021 1 3
3/19/2021 6 7
3/20/2021 56 69
3/21/2021 84 100
3/22/2021 11 14
3/23/2021 10 12



3/24/2021 70 87
3/25/2021 18 24
3/26/2021 12 19
3/27/2021 21 31
3/28/2021 9 9
3/29/2021 2 2
3/30/2021 9 9
3/31/2021 24 26

4/1/2021 56 72
4/2/2021 11 17
4/3/2021 7 7
4/4/2021 6 7
4/5/2021 4 6
4/6/2021 6 10
4/7/2021 24 31
4/8/2021 49 62
4/9/2021 43 49

4/10/2021 20 27
4/11/2021 4 4
4/12/2021 9 14
4/13/2021 30 40
4/14/2021 9 11
4/15/2021 33 43
4/16/2021 18 23
4/17/2021 16 18
4/18/2021 9 11
4/19/2021 10 12
4/20/2021 10 14
4/21/2021 17 20
4/22/2021 51 74
4/23/2021 28 52
4/24/2021 11 14
4/25/2021 5 7
4/26/2021 3 3
4/27/2021 6 8
4/28/2021 6 12
4/29/2021 7 8
4/30/2021 0 0
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